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TO  HIS  ROYAL  HIGHNESS 

ERNEST, 

DUKE    OF    CUMBERLAND,   EARL   OF    ARMAGH, 

&c.  &c.  &c. 

Sir, 
The  present  age,  whilst  one  of  generally  boasted 
enlightenment  and  liberality,  is  almost  without  pa- 
rallel, since  the  era  of  the  Reformation,  in  the  lack 
of  true  philosophy  and  generous  sentiment. 

The  revival  of  infidelity  and  superstition,  by  an 
union  of  extremes  has  begotten  a  latitudinarian  con- 
tempt of  sound  doctrine,  both  in  politics  and  religion. 
The  vitiated  taste  of  the  multitude  can  relish  nothing 
but  what  is  adorned  with  the  unreal  charms  of  no- 
velty, or  the  meritricious  attire  of  fiction ;  and  even 
the  schoolmen  themselves  are  too  much  given  to 
minister  to  this  passion  of  an  evil  and  adulterous 
generation. 

Devotional  piety  and  practical  patriotism  are  almost 
lost  in  the  polemical  strifes  and  political  agitations  by 
which  opposite  parties  seek  their  own  aggrandise- 
ment ;  whilst  the  superficial  science  to  which  this 
selfish  zeal  has  contributed,  is  beginning  to  enervate 
the  frame  of  society,  and  to  threaten  the  premature 
decay  of  the  only  constitution  whose  principle  is 
the  union  of  social  distinctions,  whose  operation  is 
to  conserve  the  independence  of  each  and  the  in- 
terests of  all. 


It  is  no  small  evidence  of  national  degeneracy, 
that  projects  of  beneficence  require  the  patronage  of 
human  dignities  to  induce  the  examination  of  their 
claims  by  "  an  enlightened  and  a  liberal  public." — 
Nevertheless  some  few  instances  still  exist,  in  the 
high  estates  of  the  realm,  in  which  an  union  of  dig- 
nity and  public  virtue  invites  the  confidence  of  the 
benevolent,  and  challenges  the  insensibility  of  the 
luxurious  and  the  indolent. 

The  Protestant  Colonisation  Society  of  Ireland  is 
an  example  of  the  importance  of  an  elevated  sanc- 
tion. The  early  and  continued  patronage  bestowed 
upon  it  by  your  Royal  Highness,  though  this  has 
added  nothing  to  its  real  claims,  has  commended  it 
to  the  notice  and  obtained  for  it  the  countenance  of 
some,  who  would  otherwise  have  stood  aloof  from  its 
humane,  and  patriotic,  and  sacred  objects. 

The  protection  of  the  poor  Protestants  of  Ireland 
is  a  service  worthy  of  a  Prince  of  the  House  of 
Brunswick ;  and  will  not  readily  be  forgotten  by  the 
posterity  of  them  for  whose  benefit  the  plan  of  colo- 
nising our  waste  lands  was  originated.  Permit  me 
to  assure  your  Royal  Highness  that  I  am,  with  much 

sincerity, 

Sir, 

Your  Royal  Highness's 
Very  obliged  and 

Most  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  M'CREA. 

Gortnasheelah,  Dublin. 


SERMON. 


THE  POOR  SHALL  NEVER  CEASE  OUT  OF  THE  LAND  :  THEREFORE  I  COM- 
MAND THEE,  SAYING,  THOU  SHALT  OPEN  THINE  HAND  WIDE  UNTO 
THY    BROTHER,  TO    THY    POOR,  AND    TO    THY  NEEDY,    IN    THY  LAND.— 

Deut.  xv.  11. 


These  words  form  part  of  the  valedictory  mes- 
sage of  Moses  the  man  of  God,  on  the  eve  of  his 
translation  from  the  prospect  of  an  earthly  to  the 
possession  of  the  heavenly  Canaan.     After  a  hundred 
and  twenty  years  of  most  remarkable  vicissitudes, 
from  his  watery  cradle  to  his  glorious  age,  two-thirds 
of  which  had  been  spent  in  faithful  service  to  the 
cause  of  God  and  of  his  people,  we  now  see  the 
venerable  legislator  of  the  Hebrews  putting  the  seal 
to  his  ministry,  and  the  final  fiat  to  those  ordinances 
given  him  by  Jehovah  for  the  health  and  prosperity 
of  Israel.     How  worthy  this  last  act  of  his  govern- 
ment, of  that  disinterested  and  arduous  office  he  had 
so  long  discharged,  in  the  organization,  and  discipline, 
and  guidance  of  a  race  of  hereditary  bondsmen. — - 
How  natural  the  lingering  anxiety  for  their  future 
welfare.     How  commanding  and  captivating  the  min- 
gled authority  and  tenderness  of  his  counsel.     How 
sublime  the  prophetic  anticipations  he  utters.     How 
consistent  the  holy  maxims  he  inculcates.     With  ex- 
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pressions  of  grateful  emotion  he  reviews  the  trans- 
cendant  goodness  of  the  Lord  in  the  redemption  of 
his  chosen  people ;  the  many  deliverances  hy  his 
power  from  the  exigencies  which  their  sins  hac} 
brought  upon  them  ;  and  the  prospect  which  his 
faithfulness  had  now  opened  up  before  them  of  the 
land  flowing  with  milk  and  honey,  the  glory  of  all 
lands.  With  the  solicitude  of  holy  patriotism,  he 
recapitulates  the  great  Charter  of  their  constitution, 
the  covenant  promises  of  God ;  and  urges  their  obe- 
dience to  his  statutes  and  ordinances,  as  the  condi- 
tion on  which  rests  their  individual  enjoyment  of 
those  blessings  that  are  yet  absolutely  ordained  for 
the  collective  nation.  With  devout  fervency  he  ex- 
patiates on  the  necessity  of  integrity  in  their  religious 
institutions,  as  the  sure  and  only  conservative  of 
their  political  privileges ;  and  in  the  text  and  its 
connexion  makes  the  liberal  consideration  of  the 
poor  a  criterion  of  national  righteousness,  and  a 
cause  of  national  prosperity.  "  If  there  be  among 
((  you  a  poor  man  of  one  of  thy  brethren  within  any 
"  of  thy  gates  in  thy  land  which  the  Lord  thy  God 
"  giveth  thee,  thou  shalt  not  harden  thine  heart,  nor 
"  shut  thine  hand  from  thy  poor  brother :  but  thou 
"  shalt  open  thine  hand  wide  unto  him,  and  shalt 
"  surely  lend  him  sufficient  for  his  need,  in  that 
"  which  he  wanteth.  Beware  that  there  be  not  a 
"  thought  in  thy  wicked  heart,  saying,  the  seventh 
u  year,  the  year  of  release,  is  at  hand  5  and  thine  eye 
"  be  evil  against  thy  poor  brother,  and  thou  givest 
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him  nought ;    and  he  cry  unto  the  Lord  against 

thee,  and  it  be  sin  unto  thee.     Thou  shalt  surely 

give  him,  and  thine  heart  shall  not  be  grieved 

"  when  thou  givest  unto  him :  because  that  for  this 

"  thing  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  bless  thee  in  all  thy 

"  works,  and  in  all  that  thou  puttest  thine  hand  unto. 

"  For  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land :  there- 

"fore  I  command  thee,  saying,  Thou  shalt  open  thine 

"  hand  wide  unto  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy 

"  needy  in  thy  land"     Having  chosen  the  last  verse 

for  the  present  occasion,  I  shall  speak  upon  the  fact 

predicated  by  the  text,  as  forming  a  natural  feature 

of  civil  society ;  and  upon  the  duty  enjoined  by  the 

text,  as  involving  the  main  conservatives  of  civil 

society. 

I. — The  Fact  predicated  in  the  text,  as  it 

FORMS  A  NATURAL    FEATURE   OF  CIVIL  SOCIETY. — ; 

No  truth  is  more  clearly  stated  in  holy  Scripture, 
and  more  strongly  confirmed  by  the  experience  of 
ages,  than  that  the  prevalence  of  poverty  and  desti- 
tution among  a  people  are  any  thing  but  natural 
features  of  a  well  regulated  state*     When  want  and 
wretchedness  stalk  through  the  land,  and  hunger  and 
disease  eat  up  the  energies  of  a  nation ;  when  envy, 
and  discontent,  and  violence,  the  natural  offspring  of 
famine  and  misery,  speak  evil  of  dignities,  and  put 
property  in  danger,  the  deterioration  of  all  that  is 
valuable  in  the  body  politic,  which  necessarily  results., 
cannot  otherwise  be  viewed  than  as  an  accidental 
derangement  of  the  social  system,  incompatible  with 
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the  purposes  of  Him  who  is  "  Governor  among  the 
nations."  In  fact,  such  a  condition  of  society  must 
proceed  from  some  deep-seated  malady  in  the  vitals 
of  the  state,  which  requires  the  prompt  and  judicious 
hand  of  religious  patriotism  to  develope  and  to  rec- 
tify. The  wise  and  gracious  Being  who  made  men 
social,  that  they  might  reciprocate  beneficence  ;  and 
at  the  same  time  responsible,  that  virtue  and  happi- 
ness might  be  concomitant ;  has  discovered  some 
moral  defect  in  the  body,  originating  the  extraordi- 
nary circumstances  beneath  which  it  languishes  and 
pines.  By  that  kind  of  poor,  then,  which  constitute 
an  integral  of  civilized  society,  we  do  not  mean  the 
Wretched,  abject,  and  mendicant ;  nor  is  it  of  such 
the  text  speaks.  From  the  fourth  verse  of  the  chapter 
it  is  clear  that  the  proper  condition  of  the  Jewish 
nation  was  that  when  there  should  be  no  such  poor 
among  them ;  and  the  salutary  law  stated  in  the 
eighth  verse  seems  intended  to  prevent  that  evil 
which  we  understand  by  pauperism,  and  against 
which  it  is  the  soundest  policy  and  a  sacred  duty  of 
legislators  to  guard.  That  portion  of  society  which 
we  call  the  working  classes,  or  the  industrious  poor, 
whether  pastoral,  agricultural,  or  manufacturing,  the 
labour  of  whose  hands  is  necessary  to  their  main- 
tenance and  the  comfort  of  their  families,  constitutes 
the  body  of  whom  we  suppose  the  text  to  speak,  and 
which  are  an  essential  part  of  every  happy  and  pros- 
perous nation.  The  impossibility  of  a  settled  and 
independent  country  without  this  industrious  com- 


munity  is  obvious ;  and  equally  so  the  wisdom  of 
such  state  measures  as  may  prevent  the  diminution 
of  their  number  and  the  repression  of  their  energies. 
Whatever  leads  to  their  discouragement  and  dejec- 
tion is  an  evil  to  be  regretted ;  and  when  by  acci- 
dental circumstances,  from  the  inadvertency  of  rulers 
or  the  political  revolutions  of  other  countries,  the 
productions  of  genius  and  industry  become  depre- 
ciated, religion  and  patriotism  should  combine  to 
educe  new  resources  for  their  employment,  and  pre- 
vent alike  the  withering  influence  of  pauperism  and 
the  wasting  passion  for  exile.  The  existence  of  in- 
dustrious poor,  as  a  natural  feature  of  civil  society,  is 
1.  The  sovereign  appointment  of  God.  Jehovah  is 
Ruler  among  the  armies  of  heaven  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  earth.  There  is,  therefore,  no  uniform 
fact  in  the  occurrences  of  human  society  but  must 
be  ascribed  to  his  arbitrary  arrangements.  The  ex- 
ceptionless increase  of  a  dependant  and  laborious 
class  of  people  as  nations  increase  in  wealth  and 
greatness,  is  a  self-evident  appointment  of  Divine 
Providence,  which  challenges  the  wisdom  of  those 
who  consider  the  increase  of  the  productive  members 
of  society  as  an  evil  to  be  guarded  against,  or  to  be 
counteracted  by  artificial  means.  As  in  a  state  of 
barbarism  riches  and  poverty  are  terms  of  little  or 
no  meaning,  and  in  proportion  as  men  advance  in 
civilization  the  distinctions  of  rich  and  poor  are  re- 
cognised, and  the  coeval  services  and  obligations  of 
society  are  developed ;  so  the  fact  predicated  in  our 
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text,  of  a  nation  destined  to  be  the  most  wealthy  and 
renowned  of  all  nations,  from  whom  many  should 
borrow  while  she  should  be  indebted  to  none,  and 
the  fear  and  the  dread  of  whom  should  be  felt  by  all, 
establishes  the  doctrine,  that  "  the  poor  shall  never 
cease  out  of  the  land"  to  which  eternal  Providence 
has  decreed  a  permanency  of  glory,  and  riches,  and 
dominion.     "  Despise  not  the    poor  because  he  is 
poor,"  is  a  precept  of  the  inspired  oracles  which  ap- 
positely arises  on  this  contemplation  of  the  Divine 
arbitrement,  and  rebukes  the  inflated,  and  luxurious, 
and  supercilious  child   of  fortune,   who  "  rolls  in 
wealth  or  soars  in  fame,"  neglectful  of  his  brother 
whom   accident  has  made  inferior  yet   of  greater 
worth.     Again, 

2.  It  is  a  wise  arrangement  of  God,  which  has  de- 
termined that  "  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the 
land."     Man's  apostacy  and  transgressions  have  en- 
tailed the  unmitigable  penalty,  "  in  the  sweat  of  thy 
face  shalt  thou  eat  bread."     Divine  compassion  has 
yet  met  the  righteous  rigour  of  this  judicial  sentence, 
in  storing  the  world  with  treasures  available  by  the 
exercise  of  genius,  the  application  of  diligence,  and 
the  exertion  of  industry.     In  the  nations  he  has 
been  pleased  to  ordain  to  greatness,  his  wisdom  has 
displayed  itself  in  placing  the  majority  of  the  people 
under  necessity  to  earn  subsistence  by  toil  of  hand 
or  labor  of  mind ;  at  the  same  time  stimulating  to 
cheerful  diligence  by  rewarding  the  industrious  with 
comfort  and  following  the  slothful  with  penury  and 
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want.  Were  it  possible  that  at  any  one  time  the 
whole  population  of  a  country  could  be  in  circum- 
stances above  the  immediate  necessity  to  labor, 
sudden  destitution  must  inevitably  wither  at  once 
the  beauties  of  creation  and  the  felicities  of  life. 
Should  the  inverse  condition  of  society  peradventure 
exist,  as  certain  ruin  to  the  independence  of  the 
nation  must  follow  the  repletion  of  productiveness. 
By  the  means  to  purchase  and  the  power  to  dignify 
which  are  vouchsafed  to  one  portion  of  the  commu- 
nity, exertion  to  produce  and  ambition  to  excel  are 
stimulated  in  another ;  patronage  makes  workmen, 
industry  begets  patrons ;  reciprocal  gratification  is 
experienced  by  the  consumer  and  the  producer ;  and 
the  ordinance  of  God  is  answered,  while  the  multi- 
tude of  people  is  the  glory  of  the  prince.  Hence 
the  wisdom  of  Him  who  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and 
of  whose  understanding  there  is  no  searching,  in  the 
necessary  distinctions  and  the  due  proportions  of 
rich  and  poor;  and  in  the  special  provision  of  an 
agency  for  supplying  the  peculiar  wants  of  civilised 
society.     I  observe 

3.  It  is  a  gracious  and  benignant  ordinance  of  God, 
that  "  the  poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land," 
The  general  fact  that  the  laboring  class  or  industrious 
poor  constitute  the  real  wealth  of  the  state  is  un- 
questionable, unless  by  such  as  know  nothing  of  the 
need  of  mental  energy,  and  physical  vigour,  and 
moral  virtue,  to  educe  the  most  precious  treasures 
and  abundant  resources  with  which  the  Lord  of  the 
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universe  may  have  furnished  any  land.     What  signify 
the  silver  veins  of  Potosi  to  the  degraded  natives 
who  excavate  their  riches  for  the  use  of  foreign  task- 
masters ?  or  of  what  real  value  are  those  chambers 
of  Peruvian  ore  to  the  besotted,  slothful,  and  san- 
guinary nation,    whose    sordid   spirit   cannot   give 
energy  sufficient  to  relieve  the  groaning  mountains 
of  their  redundant  wrealth  ?     What   solid   comfort 
have  the  migratory  hordes  whose  fluctuating  dwell- 
ings  are    encircled   by  the  fragrant   breathings  of 
Arabia  the  Blest  ?     Of  what  value  to  the  tribes  who 
wander  on  their  banks,  "  desolate  in  crowds,"  are 
the  mighty  rivers  that  irrigate  the  valleys  and  fruc- 
tify the  plains  of  Mexico  ?     Indigenous  industry  is 
in  those  regions  unknown ;  they  are  unblessed  by 
the  advantages  of  a  laboring  poor.     Is  Russia  pros- 
perous with  her  multitudes  of  serfs  ?     Is  China  glo- 
rious with  the  myriads  of  her  souls  ?     Is  France,  is 
Italy,  is  Portugal,  is  Spain  happy,  and  contented, 
and  invincible,  and  free,  with  the  millions  whom 
they  own  as  subjects,  and  coerce  as  slaves  ?     No. — 
And  why  ?     They  have  all  the  material  elements  of 
national  dignity  and  wealth.     They  have  people,  ter- 
ritory, clime,  and  constitution.     They  have  grandees 
and  governors ;  treasures  of  nature,  known  and  un- 
developed ;  the  wisdom  of  senators ;  the  experience 
of  ages  ;  the  example  of  neighbours  and  allies.    But, 
withal,  they  lack  the  moral,  mental,  mighty  energies 
of  an  industrious  poor.     Their  autocrats  and  despots 
understand  not  that  the  economy  of  national  pros- 
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perity  is  the  maintenance  and  encouragement  of 
pacific  industry  and  laborious  independence  ;  rather 
than  the  profligate  excitements  to  ambition  of  con- 
quest, and  the  degenerating  conducements  to  here- 
ditary thraldom.  In  the  multitude  of  an  enlightened 
and  enterprising  people,  who  know  at  once  their 
necessities  and  their  resources ;  and  who  are  able 
and  willing,  by  the  labor  of  their  hands,  to  procure 
things  honest  in  the  sight  of  all  men ; — in  those  dis- 
tinctions of  affluence  and  contingency,  of  meritorious 
achievement  and  grateful  emulation,  which  teach 
men  their  mutual  dependance  ; — and  in  those  inter- 
changes of  service  and  reward  that  beget  kind  and 
generous  sensibility,  and  raise  all  classes  to  an  equal 
elevation  of  moral  feeling ; — in  these,  the  gracious 
ordinance  of  Providence,  the  genuine  elements  of 
social  concord  and  of  active  patriotism  are  supplied. 
Oh !  among  a  people  so  constituted  and  organised, 
if  but  the  pervading  spirit  of  religion  sanctifies  and 
sustains  the  common  energies,  what  an  illustration 
have  we  of  the  blessing  of  an  operative  poor. 

Industry,  rough  power  ! 
Whom  labor  still  attends,  and  sweat,  and  pain  ; 
Yet  the  kind  source  of  every  gentle  art, 
And  all  the  soft  civility  cf  life. 

.    .       The  sons  of  art, 

In  trade  and  joy  through  every  busy  street, 
Mingling  are  heard  ;  even  Drudgery  himself, 
As  at  the  car  he  sweat?,  or  dusty  hews 
The  palace-stone,  looks  gay.     On  every  hand 
Villas  arise.     The  country  teems  with  wealth  ; 
And  property  assures  it  to  the  swain, 
Pleased  and  unwearied  in  his  guarded  toil. 

C 
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Having  thus  briefly  shown  that  it  is  a  sovereign, 
wise,  and  gracious  appointment  of  Almighty  God, 
that  the  constitution  of  civil  society  and  the  con- 
tinued prosperity  of  nations  are  connected  with 
the  existence  of  a  population  of  laboring  poor,  I 
proceed  to  speak  upon  the  obligations  of  the  superior 
classes  in  reference  to  this  economy  of  Divine  Pro- 
vidence.    Observe,  then, 

II. — The  Duty  enjoined  by  the  text,  as  it 

IS    A    MAIN    CONSERVATIVE    OF    CIVIL    SOCIETY. 

Whilst  self-interest  is  the  prevailing  motive  to  human 
action,  it  is  a  feature  of  human  frailty  to  mistake  the 
means  by  which  our  individual  interests  may  be  se- 
cured. Nor  is  this  error  of  nature  confined  to  them 
who  acknowledge  no  other  rule  of  conduct  but  the 
maxims  of  worldly  policy.  The  regenerated  children 
of  grace,  whose  enlightened  minds  and  exalted  feel- 
ings should  lead  to  more  accurate  views  of  duty  and 
more  ingenuous  sentiments  upon  self-advantage,  arc 
too  much  affected  by  the  contagion  of  carnal  policy 
and  too  much  deluded  by  the  unwarrantable  pretext 
of  indifference  to  secular  enterprise.  "  No  man 
liveth  to  himself ;"  for  "  ye  are  not  your  own."  Yet 
"  he  who  walketh  uprightly  walketh  surely,"  and 
"  he  that  watereth  others  shall  be  watered  himself," 
are  maxims  of  inspired  truth,  which  are  to  be  re- 
garded as  more  than  declaratory  of  that  Divine 
economy  that  has  made  virtue  and  beneficence  the 
means  of  their  own  reward.  In  the  Christian  pa- 
triotism that,  identifying  the  comfort  and  content- 
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ment  of  the  lower  orders  with  the  liberty  and  pros- 
perity of  the  nation,  would  seek  its  own  benefit  in 
the  common  benefit  of  society ;  one  great  object  of 
the  constitution  of  Providence  and  the  institutions 
of  Religion  is  fulfilled.     It  is  a  criminal  affectation 
that  leads  men  to  avoid  schemes  of  secular  advantage 
to  their  country,  on  the  plausible  ground  of  neutrality 
in  politics,  and  solicitude  for  the  richer  blessings  and 
higher  destinies  of  man.     In  reality  there  can  be  no 
disconnexion  of  moral  obligation  from  spiritual  res- 
ponsibility ;    in  other  words,  no  separation  of  our 
duty  to  God  and  our  duty  to  men, — no  discharge  of 
conscience  by  abstract  principles  of  godliness,  without 
the  positive  exercises  of  social  beneficence.     Other- 
wise, men  might  go  out  of  the  world ;  the  entire  laws 
of  moral  Providence  wTere  a  nullity  ;  the  mystery  of 
the  Divine  administration  were  at  an  end ;  and  man 
were  no  longer  the  noble  and  exalted  being,  to  whose 
agency  has  been  subjected  the  political  revolutions 
of  empires,  the  millenial  peace  of  the  church,  and 
the  final  destiny  of  the  world. 

The  duty  enjoined  by  the  text,  in  reference  to 
the  permanent  poor  who  are  an  integral  of  civilised 
society,  we  shall  consider  in  the  authority  that  ori- 
ginates it,  and  in  the  influence  which  its  general 
practice  must  operate  upon  the  best  interests  of 
society. 

1.  It  rests  upon  the  commandment  of  God. — The 
source  and  rule  of  all  duty  is  the  revealed  will  of 
God.     To  this   truth  no  exception   can   be  raised. 
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The  element  of  good  government  and  social  concord, 
as  it  is  found  only  in  the  moral  sensibility  of  a  people, 
so  is  to  be  traced  to  the  primary  cause  of  all  that  is 
rationally  and  really  excellent  in  human  nature, — 
recognition  of  the  Divine  supremacy,  knowledge  of 
the  Divine  will,  and  submission  to  Divine  authority. 
Communicative  charity,  the  grand  practical  attribute 
and  imitable  perfection  of  the  Deity,  is  inculcated  by 
our  heavenly  Father  as  an  essential  principle  of  his 
children ;  and  is  made  to  involve  all  the  vital  motives 
and  active  energies  by  which  human  society  is  con- 
stituted and  sustained.  To  a  mind  duly  sensible  of 
its  obligations  to  Him  who  giveth  all  things  that  we 
enjoy,  and  more  especially  if  alive  to  the  matchless, 
marvellous  grace  of  redemption  by  a  Saviour's  blood, 
the  duty  of  communicative  charity  it  should  not  be 
requisite  to  enforce.  The  holy  instincts  of  such  a 
being  should  lead,  as  by  a  necessity  of  his  regene- 
rated nature,  to  the  exercise  of  a  virtue  in  which  is 
the  nearest  conformity  to  the  Godhead.  The  proper 
enjoyment  of  such  a  soul  should  be  in  contributing 
to  that  happiness  of  his  fellow-creatures  in  which 
the  pleasure,  and  honor,  and  glory  of  the  Divine  Be- 
nefactor are  promoted.  The  precepts  of  inspired 
Scripture,  however,  are  an  authority  which  no  resi- 
duary corruption  of  nature — no  hovering  darkness  of 
the  understanding — no  degenerate  bias  of  principle — 
no  habitual  indifference  of  character — no  unrectified 
frailty  of  temper,  can  prevent  in  their  legitimate  in- 
fluence on  a  good  man  s  heart,  when  once  they  are 
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brought  before  his  eyes  in  their  plain  and  unequivocal 
construction.  What  God  says  he  dare  not,  he  would 
not  gainsay.  "  Speak,  Lord,  for  thy  servant  heareth," 
is  the  prompt  and  cheerful  language  of  his  grateful 
and  obedient  spirit.  Upon  the  duty  of  commu- 
nicative charity,  then,  thus  saith  the  Lord,  "  The 
poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land ;  therefore  I 
command  thee,  saying,  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand 
wide  to  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy 
in  thy  land."  This  commandment,  let  it  be  remem- 
bered, is  not  of  merely  temporary  obligation,  like  the 
precepts  to  ceremonial  service  and  ritual  conformity ; 
but  one  positive  permanent  statute  in  that  great 
code  of  morals  which  makes  justice,  temperance, 
and  charity  of  eternal  obligation,  and  which  is  there- 
fore with  equal  distinctness  and  emphasis  inculcated 
in  the  Old  Testament  and  in  the  New.  Thus  saith 
the  blessed  Redeemer,  "  Ye  have  the  poor  always 
with  you  ;"  "  give  to  him  that  asketh,  and  from  him 
that  would  borrow  turn  not  away."  The  inspired 
apostles,  too,  are  abundant  in  their  exhortations  "  to 
do  good  and  to  communicate,"  as  a  necessary  part  of 
godliness  ;  and  are  specific  on  the  point  that  he  who 
seeth  his  brother  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  his 
bowels  of  compassion  from  him,  hath  not  the  love  of 
God  dwelling  in  him. 

2.  Upon  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  text  it  may 
lae  remarked,  that  it  involves  the  main  conduce- 
ments  to  the  permanency  and  welfare  of  civil  so- 
ciety.    In  that  solicitude  of  the  higher  for  the  lower 
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orders   which  originates  all  schemes  for  the  public 
good.     It  is  to  this  principle  we  trace  those  institu- 
tions   for  the  moral   and    physical  benefit    of    the 
people,  that  at  once  prevent  or  alleviate  the  burden 
of  human  suffering,  and  by  early  and  partial  sacri- 
fices, anticipate  and    avoid    a  mass  of  misery  that 
would  otherwise  eat  out  the  resources  of  the  state. 
It  is  from  this  we  derive  the  existence  of  schools  for 
science  and  academies  of  art, — houses  of  industry 
and  marts  for  produce, — banks  for  savings  and  shops 
for  cheap  retail, — protection  for  orphans  and  homes 
for  widow-hood, — asylums  for  infirmity  and  dwellings 
for  age ;  which,  as  they  develope  the  intellects,  culti- 
vate the  genius,  promote  the  moral  habits,  and  in- 
spire the  confidence  of  the  people,  supply  the  best 
conservative  elements  of  the  social  body,  and  create 
the  surest  defences  against  the  accidental  causes  of 
local  disaffection,  to  which  even  the  best  governed 
kingdoms  are  occasionally  liable.     We  may  add  to 
this,   that 

3.  In  making  the  poor  contented  with  their 
homes,  subordinate  to  rulers,  and  jealous  of  their 
country's  honor,  the  practice  of  the  duty  urged  by 
the  text  is  of  vast  importance.  The  sympathies  of 
nature  almost  involuntarily  lead  men  to  look  for  help 
from  one  another,  in  all  their  varieties  of  sorrow  and 
wretchedness.  Though  the  habits  of  society  will 
not  permit  the  poor  to  entertain  much  hope  of  spon- 
taneous interest  in  their  sufferings  by  such  as  are 
raised  above  them,  there  is  nevertheless  a  dissatisfac- 
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tion  and  irritation  produced  by  a  marked  neglect  of 
their  condition,  which  have  an  enervating  influence 
on  the  frame  of  society.  Unfortunately,  the  present 
necessity  is  always  laid  at  the  door  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  and  a  general  contempt  for  authority  and  a 
recklessness  of  conduct  are  the  uniform  effect  of  ex- 
tensive distress.  A  kingdom  divided  against  itself  is 
brought  to  desolation;  and  it  is  therefore  clearly 
of  the  highest  importance  to  prevent  as  much  as 
possible  the  discontent  and  irritation  of  the  lower 
classes.  An  attention  by  the  rich  and  competent  to 
the  interests  and  comforts  of  the  poor,  while  it  de- 
vises means  of  employment  for  their  time,  their 
talents,  and  their  energies,  shuts  out  the  causes  of 
restless  dissatisfaction,  closes  the  opportunities  for, 
and  prevents  the  inducements  to,  mischievous  com- 
munication. A  diligent  and  an  anxious  versatility 
in  beneficence,  which,  when  one  source  of  public 
service  is  dried  up,  or  one  experiment  for  public 
advantage  fails,  immediately  seeks  for  and  applies 
another ;  naturally  begets  a  confidence,  a  submission, 
and  a  domestic  attachment  in  the  poor.  Many  as 
are  the  moral  disadvantages  under  which  the  great 
mass  of  our  population  lie,  yet  even  they  are  not 
necessarily  malignant,  implacable,  and  unmerciful. 
They  have  the  elements  of  affection,  concord,  and 
patriotism ;  they  have  the  faculty  of  quick  discern- 
ment and  the  spirit  of  willing  subjection  ;  and,  with 
these  principles,  may  be  made  generally  subservient 
to  the  interests  of  their  country  by  the  firm  and 
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steady  hand  of  legitimate  authority  and  the  judicious 
provisions  of  legislative  sympathy.  Among  the 
suffering  classes  of  our  people,  however,  it  is  to  be 
observed,  there  is  a  vast  multitude  whose  elevation 
by  intelligence,  morality  and  hereditary  patriotism,  is 
of  a  very  superior  degree  ;  whose  privations,  for 
those  very  reasons,  give  them  a  special  claim  to  the 
sympathy  and  consideration  of  the  richer  portion  of 
the  community.  To  prevent  or  remove  the  discon- 
tentment and  restlessness  of  a  people  such  as  they, 
to  attach  them  to  their  homes  and  country,  and  to 
secure  for  them  a  stake  in  the  commonwealth  that 
may  at  once  make  them  anxious  for  their  nation's 
prosperity  and  the  guardians  and  promoters  of  her 
independence,  are  objects  of  the  greatest  possible 
importance.  It  comes  not  within  the  purpose  of  this 
discourse  to  trace  the  complicated  or  co-operating 
causes  of  the  distractions,  violence,  and  recklessness 
by  which  this  unhappy  land  is  daily  and  hourly  be- 
coming increasingly  desolate  and  dreadful.  Sure  I 
am,  however,  that  much  of  her  misery  is  to  be  as- 
scribed  to  a  worse  than  indifference  to  the  Divine 
mandate  of  the  text  by  many  of  the  Protestant  aris- 
tocracy of  Ireland,  in  the  deliberate  and  studied  inju- 
ries exercised  toward  their  Protestant  tenantry  and 
neighbours.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  frail  humanity 
that  these,  the  most  valuable  members  of  society, 
men  whose  inclinations  and  interests  unite  to  com- 
mand habits  of  industry,  integrity  and  social  order, 
should  not  be  coerced  into  disgust  and  indignation 
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when  despised  and  oppressed  by  them  who  are  their 
natural  guardians   and  exemplars.*    When  the)r  of 

*  The  injuries  and  provocations  to  which  the  Protestant  peasantry  of  Ireland 
have  been  subjected,  ever  since  the  well  meant  but  ill-advised  counsel  of  George 
the  Fourth  originated  the  fatal  practice  of  "  conciliation,"  no  language  can  fully 
describe.  A  series  of  injustice,  ingratitude,  and  oppression,  without  parallel  in 
the  annals  of  any  people,  said  to  be  free,  have  characterised  the  infatuated  policy 
of  those  who  ought  to  have  felt  their  own  happiness  and  security  bound  up  in  the 
contentment  of  a  people,  predominant  in  mind  and  in  morals.  Could  political 
philosophy  require  any  thing  beyond  the  axioms  of  inspiration  to  prove  that 
"righteousness  exalteth  a  nation,"  and  that  this  is  in  "  the  knowledge  of  the 
Holy  One,"  surely  the  facts  of  trumpet-tongue  in  the  social  features  of  the  north 
and  south  of  Ireland — the  Protestant  and  Popish  districts  of  the  country,  and 
where  the  two  communities  are  found  in  inverse  proportions — ought  to  be  con- 
clusive. In  two  counties,  one  proverbial  for  the  prevalence  of  Protestant  princi- 
ple, and  the  other  almost  universally  Popish,  the  criminal  calendars  present  the 
following  contrast  at  the  March  Assizes,  1832  : — 

CARRICKFERGUS. 

Half -year  ending  March  31,  1832. 

At  the  close  of  the  Assizes,  John 
Campbell,  Esq.,  the  High  Sheriff,  ad- 
dressed the  Chief  Baron  : — 

"  My  Lord — The  Assizes  for  the 
county  of  the  town  of  Carrickfergais  hav- 
ing closed  without  any  criminal  pro- 
secution ,  I  take  the  liberty  of  stating  to 
your  Lordship,  that,  in  ray  official  capa- 
city,  this    is    the    second    time   I 

HAVE  HAD  THE  HONOUR  OF  PRE- 
SENTING A  BLANK  CALENDAR  tO  a 

presiding  Judge.    It   is   more   particu- 
larly  gratifying   to  rr.e   to   point    your 
Lordship's  attention   to  the  county  of 
the  town  of  Carrickfergus,  because  un- 
der a  very  severe  pressure  of  the  times 
810  ! ! !     not  a  single  individual  has  been  found 
who  has  sought  to  relieve  his  necessities 
by  the  hand  of  aggression." 
Whilst  this  sermon  is  in  progress  through  the  press,  and  at  the  very  time  that 
Mi.  O'Connell  declares  to  the  assembled  representatives  of  the  Empire,  "  there  is 
more  religion  in  Ireland  than  in  any  other  nation,"  not  fewer  than  130  prisoners 
for  offences  of  the  above  kind  are  confined  in  the  jail  of  Kilkenny,  among  whom 
there  is  not  one  Protestant. 

Yet  with  these  demonstrations  of  their  claims  to  the  marked  rewards  of  loyalty 
and  virtue,  the  poor  Protestants  of  Ireland  have  been  made  the  victims  of  ag- 
gressions and  insults,  to  which  the  unequal  administration  of  justice,  the  pusillani- 
mous spirit  of  political  tergiversation,  and  the  calculations  of  narrow-si ghted 
avarice  have  in  a  great  degree  contributed.  Concession  after  concession  made  to 
the  sanguinary  clamours  of  ah  ignorant  and  besotted  multitude,  even  till  the  in- 
stitutions and  solemnities  of  religion  have  become  branded  and  prohibited,  must 
recessarily  result  in  the  voluntary  emigration  of  a  people  who  will  not  become 
slaves,  and  who  wish  not  for  domestic  war.  The  severest  measures  of  all,  however, 
to  the  Irish  Protestant,  arise  from  that  cupidity  of  many  of  the  landlords,  whose 
luxurious  and  profligate  habits  have  burdened  the  soil  and  taxed  the  industry  of 
the  occupant,'  till  he  who  educes  the  resources  of  nature  is  the  only  one  to  whom 
its  bounties  are  denied.  The  practice  of  letting  land  to  the  highest  bidder, 
without  respect  to  character,  or  capital,  or  skill,  has  enervated  the  hand  and  broken 
the  spirit  of  those  whose  little  profit  from  the  well-tilled  soil  was  the  eiuour  ig  .- 

D 


QUEEN  S    COUNT  V. 

Half-year  ending  Mar 

ch  31, 

1832. 

Murders 

8 

Firing  with  intent  to  kill 

17 

Serious  assaults  of  Ribbonmen 

84 

Injuries  of  property    .. 

58 

Attacks  on  houses    ... 

404 

Burnings 

19 

Illegal  meetings 

9 

Illegal  notices 

8G 

Burglaries 

2 

Bobberies 

114 

Stealing  cattle 

3 

Houghing  of.  cattle  ... 

. . . 

5 

Biots 

3 

Bescues 

I 

Abduction 

(> 

22 

the  same  race  and  creed, — they  who,  under  God, 
owe  all  of  secular  dignity  and  wealth,  all  of  spiritual 
privilege  and  eternal  prospect  which  they  enjoy,  to 
the  valor  and  the  piety  of  a  common  ancestry, — 
when  they  forget  the  affinity  and  forsake  the  interests 
of  their  poorer  brethren,  their  kinsmen  according  to 
the  flesh, — is  it  marvellous  that  these  become  de- 
jected and  disgusted,  and  lose  all  interest  in  their 
rulers'  influence  and  their  country's  weal?  To  see 
their  avowed  and  confederated  enemies  preferred 
before  them, — to  see  the  sworn  and  implacable  foes 
of  truth,  and  righteousness,  and  order,  the  tools  of 
faction  and  the  dupes  of  priestcraft,  sanctioned  in 
their  vicious  combinations  and  furnished  with  facili- 
ties for  mischief,  through  the  luxurious  ambition,  the 
sanguine  credulity,  or  the  sordid  recklessness  of 
their  wealthier  brethren,— oh !  what  should  be  ex- 
pected, but  the  desperate  resolution  of  the  noble 
and  highminded,  though  destitute  children  of  the 
patriots  of  other  times,  to  abandon  to  their  fate 
their  infatuated  lords,  and  to  its  hapless  destiny  their 
afflicted  land.  In  fact,  my  friends,  we  have  here 
a  clue  to  the  real  causes  of  the  wretchedness  of 
Ireland.  To  whatever  intermediate  political  circum- 
stances, or  to  whatever  incidental  features  of  society, 
we  may  attribute  the  anomaly  of  a  country  rich  in 
all  its  resources  and  poor  in  all  its  relations,  the 

ment  to  their  diligent  industry.  When,  driven  from  their  native  land,  elsewhere 
to  make  a  precarious  investment  of  those  little  resources  v/hich  are  the  only  hope 
of  provision  for  their  children,  the  sons  of  order  and  good  government  are  no 
longer  at  command  to  strengthen  justice  and  repress  sedition,  it  is  too  obvious 
that  a  recklessness  in  plebeian  conduct  must  reward  the  rapacious  lords,  whose  ap- 
petite for  gain  but  grew  by  what  it  fed  on ;  and,  too  late  for  retrievemeut,  they 
will  bewail  the  fatuity  that  grasped  the  shadow  and  let  the  substance  go. 
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great  first  cause  of  its  miseries  is  the  lack  of  moral 
sensibility  in  the  proper  guardians  of  society,  which 
makes  no  difference  between  the  subordinate  and  re- 
bellious, between  the  just  and  the  unjust,  between 
them  that  swear  and  them  that  fear  an  oath  ;  yea, 
rather,  that  justifies  the  wicked  for  reward,  and 
taketh  away  the  righteousness  of  the  righteous  from 
him.  This  absence  of  moral  feeling, — the  child  of 
infidelity,  the  parent  of  licentiousness,  the  patron  of 
anarchy,  the  abettor  of  burnings  and  of  bloodshed — 
is  the  positive  principal  cause  of  that  judicial  and 
natural  deterioration  of  all  that  should  be  precious 
amongst  us.  The  whirlwind  of  the  Lord  hath  gone 
forth  in  fury,  the  angel  of  destruction  has  swept 
our  fields,  the  pleasant  places  of  the  land  are  dried 
up,  and  sorrow  and  mourning  are  heard  in  our 
borders,  because  the  rich  have  not  regarded  the 
poverty  of  the  poor.  However,  in  adapting  our  sub- 
ject to  the  particular  occasion  of  this  discourse,  I 
shall  now 

4.  Narrow  the  duty  to  the  limits  prescribed  by  the 
text.  God  forbid  that  we,  who  live  under  ^  dispen- 
sation in  which  there  is  neither  Jew  nor  Greek,  bar- 
barian, Scythian,  bond  nor  free,  should  affect  to 
exclude  from  the  direct  or  reflected  blessings  of  the 
Gospel  any  portion  of  our  fellow-subjects  ;  or  deny 
the  claims  to  Christian  bounty  of  the  furthest  re- 
moved from  our  Christian  fellowship.  When  casual 
misery  or  extraordinary  cases  of  wretchedness  appeal 
to  our  benevolence,  with  ready  hand  we  administer 
to  the  exigency  of  our  afflicted  fellow-creature  *the 
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things  of  which  he  has  need ;  nay,  cheerfully  do  we 
contribute  to   relieve  the  common  distresses    of  the 
hungry,  the  naked,  and  the  diseased.     But  there  are 
obligations  prior  to  and  stronger  than  those  which 
we  owe  to  aliens  and  remoter  neighbours, — obliga- 
tions founded  both  on  the   commandment  and  the 
example  of  our  heavenly  Father,  obligations  recog- 
nised by  the  instincts  and  sensibilities  of  nature,  and 
that  obtain  the  ready  sanction  of  every  enlightened 
and  regenerated  soul.     Thus  the  text  enjoins  to  open 
thine  hand  wide  unto  thy  "  brother,"  that  is,  those  of 
natural  affinity  and  of  religious  connexion.  Were  this 
limitation    peculiar  to  the  carnal    economy  of  the 
Mosaic  constitution,  some  objection  might  lie  against 
its  use  by  Christians  ;  and  the    spirit   of  liberalism 
without  liberality,  and  of  generosity  without  charity, 
would  have  some  pretext  for  opposition  or   indiffer- 
ence to  projects  for  the  special  benefit  of  their  bre- 
thren, by  those  who  call  themselves  Protestants. — 
Whilst,  however,   He  who  is  good  to  all,  and  whose 
tender  mercies  are  over  all  his  works,  has  not  only 
vouchsafed  to  his  covenant  people  the  particular  pro- 
mise for  the  life  that  now  is  as  well  as  that  which  is 
to  come,   but   also  instructed   us   to  do  good  unto 
all  men,  especially  to  them  who  are  of  the  household 
of  faith ;  we  must  challenge  the  latitudinarian  apo- 
logist  of  niggard  feeling  and  carnal  policy,  in  his 
affected  generosity, — a  generosity  which  has  no   ex- 
istence but  in  words — while  we  assert  the  previous 
claims  of  our  own  household.     Let  such  men  look 
through  the  catalogue  of  benevolent  institutions  and 
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their  munificent  supporters, — and  their  vain-glorious 
accusations  of  bigotry  and  partial  kindness  will  be 
met  with  the  demonstrations  of  a  charity,  which, 
though  special  is  not  exclusive,  and  which  rebukes 
the  real  parsimony  of  the  boasting  liberal. 

Finally — Having  narrowed  the  duty  to  the  proper 
limits  prescribed  by  the  text,  we  shall  now  extend 
it  to  the  length  required  by  the  text.  Who  is  my 
neighbour  ?  is  a  question  which  our  Divine  Master 
has  so  answered  as  at  once  to  give  a  correct  idea  of 
the  universal  claims  of  humanity,  and  to  suggest  the 
common  privileges  and  obligations  of  them  who 
bear  a  nearer  relation  to  each  other,  as  partakers  of 
like  precious  faith  and  as  fellow-heirs  of  the  grace 
of  life.  Who  is  my  brother  ?  is  an  inquiry  which 
the  apostle  has  answered  by  "  all  who  in  every  place 
call  upon  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord." 
To  us,  beloved,  the  poor  Protestants  of  Ireland  are 
legitimate  brethren,  if  not  by  proper  spiritual  cha- 
racter, of  which  we  must  be  slow  to  speak,  yet  by  out- 
ward profession  and  harmony  of  sentiment.  Should 
their  sections  and  distinctive  names  be  numerous  as 
the  tribes,  wTe  are  all  one  in  Christ  Jesus,  with  a 
community  of  interests  and  a  sympathy  of  feeling. 
If  any  member  suffers,  the  other  members  should 
suffer  with  it,  and  thus  fulful  the  law  of  Christ,  and 
strengthen  the  body  of  the  faithful  against  the  ene- 
mies of  the  church. 

The  injunction  of  the  text,  as  it  extends  to  the 
length  and  breadth  of  the  territory  which  Israel 
should  possess,  establishes  the  irrefragable  duty  of 
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national  beneficence.  Not  by  local  charities  alone, 
— not  by  the  support  of  institutions  which  only  af- 
fect our  own  estates,  or  districts,  or  congregations, — 
but  by  that  enlarged  and  comprehensive  solicitude 
for  our  poor  brethren  throughout  the  land,  which 
seeks  the  good  of  a  few  in  the  benefit  of  all,  is  the 
true  spirit  of  Christian  charity  and  Christian  patri- 
otism exemplified. 

The  measure  in  which  our  contributions  to  patri- 
otic charities  should  be  made  is  a  matter  which  the 
text  does  not  pass  over  as  indifferent.  "  Thou  shalt 
open  thine  hand  wide  to  thy  brother,"  and  so  on. — 
How  often  are  the  originators  of  benevolent  projects 
met  in  their  incipient  proceedings  by  the  nipping 
breath  of  cold  suspicion, — the  cramping  declarations 
of  chimerical  experiment, — and  the  self-fulfilling  pre- 
dictions of  impracticability,  that  spring  from  the  cal- 
lous heart  and  closed  hand  of  those  who  utter  them, 
and  whose  wishes  are  realised  in  the  event  of  their 
own  accomplishment.  How  often  do  calculations  of 
local  benefit  and  personal  advantage  regulate  the 
contributions  of  those  who  are  enlisted  into  measures 
of  public  service.  How  much  oftener  does  the  igno- 
rance, short-sightedness,  or  insensibility  of  persons, 
leave  them  so  utterly  indifferent  to  the  claims  of  reli- 
gion, humanity,  and  patriotism,  that  one  thought  or 
inquiry  upon  particular  objects  it  is  impossible  to  in- 
duce them  to  exercise,  or  even  one  mite  of  their 
abundance  to  cast,  at  a  peradventure,  into  the  trea- 
sury of  charitable  enterprise.  In  the  course  of  my 
public  life  it  has  occasionally  happened,  that,  almost 
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as  a  mendicant  for  his  eleemosynary  subsistence,  I 
have  known  the  man  of  patriotic  devotement  to  ap- 
peal to  the  seared  conscience  and  stony  heart  of  indi- 
viduals, whose  noise  and  clamour  upon  liberality  and 
patriotism  would  justify  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of 
bountiful  oblation  to  the  cause  of  their  country  and 
of  the  poor ; — and  he  has  appealed  in  vain.     Like  a 
mendicant  he  has  been  subject  to  the  supercilious 
discourtesy  and  impertinent  inquiries  of  men  anxious 
to  find  a  pretext  for  their  parsimony ;  and  has  left, 
with  equal  sorrow  at  the  obduracy  of  the  rich  and  the 
misery  of  the  poor,  the  relentless  sons  of  luxury  and 
state.  But  there  are  no  cases  to  which  the  injunction  of 
the  text  is  more  appropriate,  than  those  of  avowed 
neutrality  in  beneficence  on  grounds  professedly  reli- 
gious.    I  shall  offer  no  arguments  on  the  delusive  in- 
fatuation of  such  a  principle.     It  is  not  only  without 
the  shadow  of  a  sanction  in  the  whole  Book  of  Heaven, 
but  it  is  inimical  to  every  temporal  object  for  which 
the  grace  of  God  is  revealed,  and  destructive  of  every 
virtue  by  which  meetness  for  eternity  is  produced. — 
The  mind  that  is  brought  to  such  a  state,  that  it  can 
view  without  emotion  or  without  an  effort  at  relief 
the  poverty  of  the  poor,  and  assign  the  exclusiveness 
of  its  spiritual  solicitudes,  is  given  up  to  a  fanaticism 
little  short  of  judicial  blindness.     The  text  is  conclu- 
sive alike  upon  the  special  objects  and  the  measure 
of  charitable  bounty — "  thou  shalt  open  thine  hand 
wide  to  thy  brother,  to  thy  poor,  and  to  thy  needy  in 
thy  land." 

It  is   time,   however,  to   draw   the  subject  to    a 
conclusion,  which  I  shall  do  in  few  words. 
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If  it  is  the  absolute  appointment  of  God  that  "  the 
poor  shall  never  cease  out  of  the  land,"  then  it  is  use- 
less to  attempt  to  invalidate  it.  The  political  economy 
that  would  check  the  increase  of  the  species,  or  cur- 
tail what  is  falsely  called  the  redundant  population, 
must  be  abortive  as  an  experiment  to  improve  the 
physical  condition  of  society.  If  the  Divine  Sove- 
reign has  ordained  otherwise,  then  it  is  sinful  in  the 
extreme  to  attempt  to  banish  or  extirpate  the  poor ; 
and  either  by  coercion  or  by  promise  to  induce  their 
expatriation.  If  the  benefit  of  society  is  envolved 
in  this  arrangement,  it  must  be  as  pernicious  in  ef- 
fect, as  it  is  false  in  principle  and  wicked  in  the  at- 
tempt, to  derange  the  economy  of  Providence. 

All  moral  principles  envolve  their  judicial  reward  ; 
and  the  effect  of  that  extensive  emigration  of  our  in- 
dustrious poor,  which  has  been  of  late  years  encou- 
raged by  public  authority,  and  promoted  by  private 
avarice,  has  already  been  to  produce  incalculable 
evils  in  the  commercial  interests  and  in  the  social 
condition  of  the  country.  When  an  average  of  nearly 
one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  annaully  of  our 
working  poor, — including  of  course  many  of  the 
most  enterprising,  ingenious,  and  laborious  of  their 
rank, — are  leaving  our  shores,  creating  new  spheres 
for  the  exercise  of  their  talent,  and^closing  up  those 
markets  for  our  produce  which  were  the  sources  of 
our  wrealth,  whilst  at  the  same  time  strengthening 
rival  or  creating  hostile  states  ;  can  it  be  wondered 
at,  that  domestic  embarrassments,  legislative  difficul- 
ties, local  distractions,  and  national  degeneracy 
should   be   the    consequence:      Certainly   not.     If, 
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then,  the  evils  of  emigration  are  already  so  numerous 
and  so  great,  the  longer  the  practice  is  encouraged, 
the  more  will  the  pernicious  effects  be  multiplied. 
The  limits  of  this  discourse  will  not  permit  that  en- 
largement of  which  the  subject  is  capable ;  or  we 
might  picture  the  physical  miseries  incidental  to  five- 
sixths  of  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  poor  exiles 
whom  persecution,  or  poverty,  or  fatuous  policy 
drives  from  the  shores  of  their  forefathers ; — the 
heart -rendings  of  kindred  and  friends,  when  even 
penury  itself  has  drained  its  every  collateral  resource 
to  supply  a  farewell  oblation  for  the  hapless  adven- 
turer ; — the  shipwrecks,  sicknesses,  hardships,  diseases, 
and  destitution,  which  enter  into  the  catalogue  of 
emigration  woes,  and  of  which  a  whisper  only  is  ut- 
tered by  the  thousands,  familiarised  to  misery,  that 
yearly  return  to  their  native  country,  exhausted  of 
energy,  broken  in  constitution,  ruined  in  prospect, 
and  abandoned  to  despair : — 

Yet  as  the  hare,  whom  hounds  and  horns  pursue, 
Flies  to  the  place  from  which  at  first  she  flew, 
Panting  with  hope,  that,  all  vexations  past, 
They  may  return  to  die  at  home  at  last. 

I  cannot  conclude  this  subject,  without  disabusing 
it  of  that  prejudice  it  has  met  with  from  many,  as 
being  of  a  merely  secular  or  political  character.  If 
it  were  so,  I  trust  the  treatment  of  the  text  has  been 
equally  consistent  and  conclusive,  in  showing  that  a 
practical  solicitude  for  the  political  interests  of  our 
country  and  the  physical  benefits  of  our  brethren  are 
included  in  moral  obligation.     But  we   take  higher 
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ground,  and  assert  the  truly  evangelical  objects  and 
positive  spiritual  consequences,  envolved  in  retain- 
ing at  home  our  Protestant  population.     Emigration 
commonly  removes  them  from  the  means  and  oppor- 
tunities of  grace.     Emigration  entails  upon  them  an 
accumulation  of  labors  and  anxieties  that  distracts  the 
mind  and  diverts  it  from  the  things  of  eternity. — 
Emigration  exercises  the  heart  with  sorrows  that  ren- 
der specially  needful  the  everlasting  consolations  of 
the  love  of  Christ.     Emigration  exposes  the  natural 
faculty  of  veneration  to   all   the  suggestions    of  a 
depraved  fancy,   the  accidental  contagion  of  pagan 
delusion,  or  the  insidious  influence  of  Popish  super- 
stition.    O  when  I  think  of  the  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  pounds  annually  expended  upon  missionary 
operations  ; — when  I  contemplate  the  vast  sums  laid 
out  on  the  peradventure  of  passing  the  wall  of  China, 
entering  a  pagoda  of  the  Indies,  or  penetrating  the 
heart  of  Africa  with  the  light  of  gospel  truth,  or  the 
sound  of  redeeming  mercy  ; — when  I  feel  a  sympa- 
thetic  exultation  that  a   Caribbee  or  Mexican  has 
been  won  to  listen  to  the  grace  of  Christ,  or  some  hun- 
dred islanders  of  the  Pacific  have  become  disciples  of 
the  cross ;  I  am  again  astonished  and  humbled  by 
the  recollection,  that  all  this  time  our  native  land  is 
annually  pouring  forth  to  the  forests  of  the  west,  and 
the  deserts  of  the  south,  with  the  probability  of  their 
degenerating  into  primitive  heathenism,  a  multitude 
exceeding  the  aggregate  of  proselytes  to  the  gospel 
during  many  an  age.     I  fancy  I  see  the  judgment  of 
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God  upon  adulterous  Christendom,  and  the  saints 
themselves  made  the  agents  of  its  infliction,  as  these 
passively  contribute  to  the  banishment  of  their  bre- 
thren, the  conservators  of  the  gospel,  to  lands  of 
darkness,  and  the  shadow  of  death.  That  the 
gloomy  picture  which  has  been  drawn  may  not  ap- 
pear exaggerated,  I  will  take  leave  to  read  you  an 
extract  from  the  last  published  Transactions  of 
the  Protestant  Colonisation  Society.  In  the  22nd 
page  it  states, 

"  The  British  North  American  School  Society  reports,  in  its  last  number,  that 
in  Newfoundland,  'the  oldest  of  all  our  colonial  dependencies,  the  number  of 
places  of  stated  worship  has  hitherto,  upon  the  average,  not  exceeded  one  to  a 
district  of  more  than  one  hundred  miles !  So  disproportionate  is  the  number  of 
Protestant  teachers  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  the  people,  that  in  one  district  the 
greater  part  of  a  population  of  500  embraced  Popery!  /' 

"  From  another  authority  we  learn,  that  'after  many  opportunities  of  travelling 
and  obtaining  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  people,  my  conviction  is,  that 
multitudes  of  our  exiled  countrymen  in  Upper  Canada  must,  without  prompt  and 
extensive  supplies  of  the  means  of  grace,  perish  for  lack  of  knowledge.  Over  the 
north  bank  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  from  Lake  St.  Francis,  on  the  south  east,  to  Lake 
Uran,  on  the  north  west,  is  a  distance  of  sis  hundred  miles:  there  area  great 
many  townships,  containing  from  ten  to  one  hundred  families  and  upwards,  scat- 
tered over  the  face  of  this  region,  who  have  no  means  of  spiritual  instruc- 
tion!!"* 

My  friends,  I  have  done,  excepting  only  as  to  the 
objects  of  the  Society  I  advocate,  and  its  appeals  for 
your  munificent  support.  The  prospectus  of  the  in- 
stitution states,  that  its  objects  are — 

I.  To  procure  portions  of  the  uncultivated  lands  of  Ireland,  suitable  to  the  em- 
ployment of  the  peasantry  ;  of  which  lands  there  are  3,900,000  acres. 

II.  To  select  families  of  emigrating  Protestants,  by  whom  to  colonise  and  im- 
prove these  wastes. 

III.  To  promote  religious  and  loyal  habits,  by  the  provision  of  scriptural  edu- 
cation and  a  sound  and  pious  ministry* 

By  what  system  it  pursues  these  objects,  and  with 
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what  prospects  of  success,  I  shall  refer  you  for  infor- 
mation to  its  papers,  which  will  be  gratuitously  given 
at  the  Society's  office.  After  studying  its  principles, 
investigating  its  system,  and  watching  its  operations, 
I  am  for  my  own  part  so  convinced  of  its  tendency, 
with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  conserve  the  cause  of 
truth  and  piety  in  Ireland, — and  to  raise  up  an  asy- 
lum for  the  saints  in  the  time  of  persecution  which 
is  coming  upon  the  land,  that  I  feel  its  advocacy  to 
be  one  duty  of  my  ministry,  and  am  willing  to  spend 
and  to  be  spent  in  its  service.  I  beg  you  to  admit  it 
among  the  institutions  of  your  holiest  solicitude.  I 
beseech  you  to  examine  its  claims,  not  by  the  degree 
of  its  popularity  among  a  distracted  people,  in  a  de- 
generate age ;  but  by  its  comparison  with  the  un- 
erring standard  of  morals  and  the  infallible  rule  of 
duty.  In  the  meantime,  let  the  aggregate  voice  of 
400,000  of  your  brethren,  wTho  wander  in  spiritual 
destitution  through  the  wild  woods  of  the  Trans-At- 
lantic,— let  the  parting  cries  of  the  thousands  who 
are  on  the  verge  of  self-expatriation,  as  they  plead 
for  the  natural  rights  of  those  who  are  not  yet  driven 
to  despair,  induce  you  to  give,  as  God  hath  prospered 
you,  to  carry  forward  our  labor  of  love.  Thus,  may 
the  blessing  of  them  that  are  ready  to  perish  secure 
for  you  a  blessing  from  the  Father  of  the  families  of 
Israel.     Amen. 


